5th Grade Research Project: Genius Hour 
This project is an integrated assignment covering science/social studies, writing, and reading curriculum. It is to be worked on at school through research, writing and inquiry based learning. Parts can also be done at home if the student chooses. The project consists of a written research paper, a visual and a presentation at school. This packet will describe the expectations for all students.  Another packet with more information for your understanding was also sent home. It is important to understand that this information in this packet only pertains to Genius Hour and NOT Spanish. Use this packet a basic guideline to help guide you through the research and project process.  We will meet weekly as a group so that I can also guide you through this learning process.  

At the end of this packet, I will initial when I see the item that is due is completed. This is a chance for them to show off their research skills and push their presentation skills to another level.
Step 1: Topic Choice
Choose any specific topic that has a purpose and you can develop a researched solution(s).  You must be specific. For example, if you want to choose a frog, tell me which frog and why you are choosing that frog; i.e. is it endangered? Are you trying to help it?  You will need to choose a topic that has relevance in the world, meaning it is important and can potentially be solved.  This can be a challenge for some students, but it is crucial that we make our learning meaningful and influential to the world around us.  Overall, your choice will need to be approved by your teacher and parents.
Possible Topics that would work;

Why are public schools losing students?

Why are lion numbers declining?

How can we attract more people to live in certain cities with declining populations?

How can we increase the employment rate in Michigan? 
Why are so many people allergic to gluten?
Why are rainforests declining?

Why are so many oil spills happening in the ocean?
Step 2: RESEARCH

Begin researching your topic. We will have time to do this at school, but students may also wish to do additional research at home (up to the student). You must have a minimum of three resources. The resources must include the following:

1. Two credible internet websites of your choice. You will have some time during class to do research, but some can be done at home if you choose. 
2. Another resource may be of your own choosing. You might find information from a book, website, scientific magazine or encyclopedia. 
3. Any other resources are up to you, but you must have a minimum of three.  Keep track of them as you research.
The sources need to be recorded on your paper. Students will write down the web address of the sources they are using.  You should also keep sources for any printed pictures of your topic recorded, as well.
DONT FORGET TO WRITE DOWN THE NAMES AND/OR WEB ADDRESS OF EACH RESOURCE! AN AUTHOR SHOULD BE RECORDED IF POSSIBLE.
Step 3: REPORT

Once you have gathered your information, you must begin writing your report. Your report should be organized as follows: (Please double check to be sure that all the information is included!) Your report should be typed so you can save it. Typed reports have no required format regarding font or color, but should be done with neatness and student professionalism in mind.   
Paper Components

Title Page: Include a title, your name, and a picture to represent your topic.
Paragraph 1: Introduction of Problem/Topic
• Write about the problem/topic.  What is the problem/topic?  In this first paragraph the reader should be able to understand what the problem/topic is and be presented with many facts about it.  
Paragraph 2: Why is it a Problem? Why is your topic important?
• Describe why the problem exists.  What are the causes?  What are the alarming facts?  Is it people causing it?  Pollution? Etc.  Why is your topic relevant or worth writing about? Why should your audience care?
Paragraph 3: Possible Solution (can add another paragraph if there are more solutions)
• Describe a potential solution for the problem.  How can we solve this? Be sure to elaborate on this first solution.
Paragraph 4: What will happen if we do not solve the problem?
• Tell the audience what will happen if a solution is not found.  Will the issue become worse?  How?  Be sure to elaborate. 
Paragraph 5: Conclusion
• Restate your topic and the problem along with the solution.  Be sure to use different wording to keep the reader engaged yet being able to remind the reader of the importance of this issue and finding a solution.  
Of course, this is just a guideline and you can be as creative as you wish! Just make sure you meet the minimum expectations.

Step 4: VISUAL AID

Choose one of the following visual aids to accompany your report:

Picture Book

• Create a short picture book, including illustrations, about your topic. The purpose of your book is to encourage younger students to learn about your topic. Remember to include an eye-catching cover.

News Reporter

• Pretend you are a reporter from the news presenting a segment on your topic. Write a short script to help you decide what you will report on. Then, video tape your newscast using a device. Remember to share the most interesting facts about your topic. 

PowerPoint/Prezi
• Create a PowerPoint presentation to outline the information in your report. Make your presentation exciting by adding pictures, animation, videos and a cool background. 
Student Choice
• If you wish to do something entirely different, present your ideas to your teacher and gain approval.  Creativity is encouraged!

Step 5: Presentation
Students will have their written report and visual aid done and ready to present them to their peers, parents and learning community members. You will receive a notification at least 2 weeks prior to the presentation date!  They should be expected to give a 5 to 10-minute presentation on their topic and research in a way they so choose. Practice for your oral presentation when possible. Your report and your visual aid will help you as you tell the audience about your topic. We will also discuss how to tackle presentations as a learner in regards to preparing for them and actually presenting in front of our peers. 
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